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White House promises vaccine
help as states rush to catch up

giant vaccination center
is opening in Houston to
administer 126,000 coro-
navirus doses in the next

three weeks. Nevada health " =&

officials are working over-
time to distribute delayed
shots. And Rhode Island is
rescheduling appointments
after a vaccine shipment
failed to arrive as scheduled
earlier in the week.

From coast to coast,
states were scrambling
Tuesday to catch up on vac-
cinations a week after win-
ter storms battered a large
swath of the U.S. and led to

clinic closures, canceled ap- |-

pointments and shipment
backlogs nationwide.

But limited supply of the
two approved COVID-19
vaccines hampered the
pace of vaccinations even
before last week’s extreme
weather delayed the deliv-
ery of about 6 million doses.

The White House prom-
ised on Tuesday that help is
on the way.

States can expect about
14.5 million doses of the
coronavirus vaccine this
week, an almost 70% in-
crease in distribution over
the past month, White
House press secretary Jen
Psaki said Tuesday. And
White House coronavirus
coordinator Jeff Zients told
governors on Tuesday that
the number of doses sent
directly to pharmacies will
increase by about 100,000
this week, Psaki said.

The stepped-up efforts
come as the COVID-19
death toll in the U.S. sur-
passed 500,000, far more
than any other country.

More than 44 million
Americans have received at
least one dose of either the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccine,
and about 1.4 million per
day received either a first
or second dose over the past
seven days, according to the
Centers for Disease Control

In this Feb. 19 file photo, people wait in line at a 24-hour, walk-up COVID-19
vaccination clinic hosted by the Black Doctors COVID-19 Consortium at Temple
University’s Liacouras Center in Philadelphia. AP PHOTO/MATT ROURKE,

and Prevention.

Although average dai-
ly deaths and cases have
been falling, some experts
say not enough Americans
have been inoculated for
the vaccine to be making
enough of a difference. The
decline instead is attributed
to the passing of the holi-
days, more people staying
indoors during the winter
and better adherence to
mask rules and social dis-
tancing.

What’s more, they warn
that dangerous variants
could cause the trend to
reverse itself. States are re-
sponding by simultaneous-
ly trying to catch up from
last week’s pause and gear
up to vaccinate more peo-
ple in the coming weeks.

Houston’s federally fund-
ed vaccination site will
open Wednesday at NRG
Park, operating seven days
a week for three weeks to
distribute 126,000 first
doses, before transitioning
to second doses, officials
said.

Texans are recovering
from a devastating winter

storm that killed at least 35
people, left millions with-
out power and water, and
delayed vaccinations.

“It’s been trauma after
trauma, and people deserve
some good news, some
hope,” said Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo, the
county’s chief elected offi-
cial.

In Buda, Texas, retired
teachers Donna and Ger-
ald Haschke, both 74, were
supposed to get their sec-
ond doses last week but
had appointments canceled
three times because of the
storm. Now their appoint-
ment has been rescheduled
for Thursday.

The couple are eager to
get completely vaccinat-
ed after months of scaling
back all of their activities
as a precaution. Gerald
Haschke has heart stents
and Donna Haschke has
atrial fibrillation, she said.

“My cardiologists said,
‘You do not want to get
COVID,” Donna Haschke
said. “I said, ‘No, I don’t.’ To
me that was a warning that
I need to stay home, so we

In this 2020 photo, a recently palnted mural of Ahmaud Arbery is on display in
Brunswick, Ga., where the 25-year-old man was shot and killed in February. It
was painted by Miami artist Marvin Weeks. AP PHOTO/SARAH BLAKE MORGAN

Memorials, lawsuit mark death
anniversary of Ahmaud Arbery

SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP)
— When white men armed
with guns pursued and
killed Ahmaud Arbery as he
ran through their neighbor-
hood, few outside the Geor-
gia port city of Brunswick
paid much attention at first.

Avyear later, as three men
await trial in the Feb. 23,
2020 slaying, those closest
to the 25-year-old Black
man sought to make sure
Arbery’s death isn’t over-
looked again.

Arbery’s mother filed a
civil lawsuit Tuesday ac-
cusing the men charged in
her son’s death and local
authorities who first re-
sponded to the shooting of
violating his civil rights. The
complaint filed by Wanda
Cooper-Jones in U.S. Dis-
trict Court seeks $1 mil-
lion. Attorneys for the men
charged with killing Arbery
say they suspected he was a
burglar and committed no
crimes.

Members of Arbery’s
family in Brunswick were
expected to join a memorial
procession Tuesday evening
in the Satilla Shores subdi-
vision where he fell bleed-
ing in the street from three

close-range shotgun blasts.
Other relatives planned a
candlelight vigil at a church
in Waynesboro, where Ar-
bery is buried in his moth-
er’shometown. At the Geor-
gia state Capitol in Atlanta,
Democratic lawmakers
joined civil rights activists
to mark the anniversary.

“It is important to re-
mind people of the origins,
when it all started,” said Ja-
son Vaughn, Arbery’s high
school football coach and an
organizer of the Brunswick
event. “For a long time, it
was like we were yelling into
the dark, and nobody was
listening.”

Immediately after the
shooting, police interviewed
the men who chased Arbery
down, and let them walk
free. The first prosecutor
assigned to the case saw
no reason to bring charges.
Pleas for justice by Arbery’s
family went largely unheard
as Georgia and the nation
entered lockdown in the
coronavirus pandemic.

Arbery had been dead
for more than two months
when a cellphone video of
the shooting was leaked on-
line May 5 and a national

outcry erupted. The Geor-
gia Bureau of Investigation
took over the case the next
day and swiftly arrested the
shooter, Travis McMichael;
his father, Greg McMichael;
and neighbor Roddie Bryan
on murder charges.

Outrage over Arbery’s
slaying still simmered when
a Minneapolis police officer
killed George Floyd on May
25, igniting protests across
the U.S. denouncing racial
injustice.

In Brunswick, the death
of Arbery served as a wake-
up call to many residents,
both Black and white, that
they need to be more active
in holding elected officials
accountable, said the Rev.
John Perry. He served as
president of the Brunswick
NAACP chapter at the time
of the killing. Now he’s run-
ning to be the city’s next
mayor.

“Previously, we elected
people into office and just
trusted that they would do
the right thing,” Perry said.
“The failure to carry out jus-
tice in the Ahmaud situa-
tion said we needed to do
more as citizens.”

have done that.”

The Haschkes have
seen their grandchildren
only occasionally and
while masked. Donna has
stopped going to the YMCA
where she used to ride the
exercise bike and take wa-
ter aerobics classes. She’s
looking forward to loosen-
ing up abit after her second
vaccine shot.

“I am definitely going to
do water aerobics,” she said.
“If T have to wear my mask
in the pool, I am going to
do that.”

In Mississippi, where
COVID-19 vaccinations
plummeted last week amid
freezing temperatures and
icy roads, health officials
were automatically re-
scheduling appointments,
and planned to schedule
more people than normal
for vaccinations through
the weekend.

The state Department of
Health said Monday that
just 32,540 vaccinations
were given in the state last
week, down from 106,691
the previous week.

Critics: GOP measures target
Black voter turnout in Georgia

ATLANTA (AP) — Fu-
eled by Black turnout,
Democrats scored stun-
ning wins in Georgia in
the presidential and U.S.
Senate races. Now, Repub-
licans are trying to make
sure it doesn’t happen
again.

GOP lawmakers in the
once reliably red state are
rolling out an aggressive
slate of voting legislation
that critics argue is tai-
lored to curtail the power
of Black voters and undo
years of work by Stacey
Abrams and others to in-
crease engagement among
people of color, including
Latino and Asian Ameri-
can communities.

The proposals are sim-
ilar to those pushed by
Republicans in other bat-
tleground states: adding
barriers to mail-in and
early voting, major fac-
tors in helping Joe Biden
win Georgia’s 16 Electoral
College votes and Raphael
Warnock and Jon Ossoff
take the two Senate seats
that gave Democrats con-
trol of the chamber.

But one aspect of their
plans, a proposal to elim-
inate early voting on Sun-
days, seems specifically
targeted at a traditional
get-out-the-vote campaign
used by Black churches,
referred to as “souls to the
polls.” It’s led many to sug-
gest Republicans are trying
to stop a successful effort
to boost Black voter turn-
out in Georgia, where they
make up about a third of
the population and have
faced a dark history of at-
tempts to silence their voic-
esin elections.

“It’s a new form of vot-
er suppression, the Klan
in three-piece suits rather
than white hoods,” said the
Rev. Timothy McDonald
I1I of the First Iconium
Baptist Church in Atlanta,
which has participated in
souls to the polls events.
“They know the power of
the Black vote, and their

SARIN & TAO FAMILY
MEDICAL CLINIC, INC.

Providing Patient Friendly Access for Efficient,

Timely and High Quality Medical Care

Brindar Acceso Amigable Para El Paciente Para Una Atencion
Médica Eficiente, Oportuna y De Alta Calidad

goal is to suppress that
power.”

In previous elections,
souls to the polls cam-
paigns were festive, with
vehicles and people pa-
rading to election offices
during early voting win-
dows. Churches would
sometimes playfully com-
pete to see which could
bring the most voters, said
McDonald, who described
the GOP legislation as
“spiteful.”

In Georgia and else-
where, Republicans say
proposals to tighten vot-
ing access are meant to
bolster confidence in elec-
tions, though they have
been some of the loudest
proponents of meritless
claims that the election was
fraudulent. The Brennan
Center for Justice, a public
policy group, has counted
165 bills in 33 states this
year meant to limit access
to voting,.

In Georgia, Republicans
control state government
and have introduced doz-
ens of legislative measures
that would restrict voting
access. GOP state Rep. Bar-
ry Fleming is chief sponsor
of a wide-ranging propos-
al that would ban Sunday
early voting, require a pho-
to ID for absentee voting,
limit the time when an
absentee ballot could be
requested, restrict where
ballot drop boxes could be
placed and curb the use of
mobile voting units, among
other changes.

In committee hearings,
Fleming has cast the leg-
islation as “an attempt to
restore the confidence of
our public in our election
system.” He didn’t respond
to an email or phone mes-
sage requesting comment.

Nse Ufot, CEO of the
New Georgia Project that
Abrams founded in 2014,
called the GOP measures
a backlash “to our multi-
racial, multilingual pro-
gressive majority that is
winning elections.”

¢ Comprehensive Medical .

Vaccination for Covid-19 and
Flu Are Now Available Here

PAP Smear
Examination * Trigger Point Injections
* Comprehensive Diabetes e |V Hydration
Management » Basic Wound Care &

Covid-19 Testing Site
Covid-19 Vaccination Site
Yearly Flu Vaccination

Sutures
Ear Lavages
Testosterone

(September- April)

¢ Sports Physical

* FamilyPACT

¢ |mmigration Medical Examination .
s | aboratory Services/Blood Draws

* DOT/DMV Medical Examination .
= Botox Cosmetic Injection .

* Medicare Home Visit

* Comprehensive Vaccination
Program for Children &Adults (VFC)

Replacement Therapy
Basic Pain Medication
Injection

Antibiotic Injection
Vitamin B12 Injection

Vacunacién Covid-19
y Influenza Estan Disponibles Aqur

(septlembre a abrtl)

¢ Frsico deportlvo

¢ FamilyPACT

+

= Examen m-dico integral .
+ Manejo Integral de la diabetes .
¢ Sitio de prueba de Covid-19

» Sltlo de vacunacién Covid-19 .

* Vacunaci6n anual contra la influenza .
= Examen medico de inmigracién .
* Serviclos de laboratorlo | .
* |nyecciBn cosmetica de Botox

¢ Visita domiciliaria de Medicare L)

* Programa de vacunaclén Integral
para nil'ios y adultos (VFC)

Extracclones de sangre testosterona
s Examen medico del DOT | DMV ¢ |nyecclén de analgeslcos
b.tslcos

* |nyecciBn de antibi6ticos
Inyecclen devitamina 812

Accepting
New Patients

Walk-ins Welcome

Prueba de Papanicolaou
Inyecclones en puntas
gatlllo

Hidratacion IV

Suturas y culdado b.tslco
de herldas

Lavados de ordo
Terapia de reemplazo de

Aceptando
Pacientes Nuevos
Bienvenidos
sin cita previa





